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ABOUT THE BOOK
West  o f  the  Sea  i s  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y
f a n t a s y  f o r  k i d s  a g e s  8 - 1 2 .   I f  A
Wr ink le  in  T ime  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  a
h i g h w a y  i n  T e x a s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  t h i s
b o o k .  

H a v e n  W e s t  i s  s e e i n g  d i n o s a u r s  i n
h e r  b a c k y a r d .  A n d  e v e r  s i n c e  s h e
s a w  h e r  m o t h e r  l o o k i n g  r e p t i l i a n ,
s h e  h a s  m o r e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a n
a n s w e r s .  W h e n  h e r  m o t h e r
d i s a p p e a r s ,  H a v e n ’ s  s e a r c h  l e a d s  t o
h e r  o w n  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n t o
s o m e t h i n g  m o n s t r o u s .   H a v e n
e m b a r k s  o n  a  t r i p  a c r o s s  T e x a s  w i t h
h e r  b i g  s i s t e r ,  M a r g i e ,  a n d  n e w
f r i e n d  R y e  t o  f i n d  h e r  m o t h e r - - a n d
t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  h e r  f a m i l y .   

E x p l o r i n g  t h e m e s  o f  e m o t i o n a l
h o n e s t y ,  p a r e n t s  w i t h  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s ,
a n d  q u e e r n e s s ,  West  o f  the  Sea  i s  a
f a n t a s t i c a l  a d v e n t u r e  f o r  a n y o n e
w h o  h a s  e v e r  f e l t  t h e y  h a d  t o  h i d e
w h o  t h e y  r e a l l y  a r e .  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

S t e p h a n i e  W i l l i n g  i s  a  c h i l d r e n ’ s
b o o k  a u t h o r  a n d  a u d i o b o o k  n a r r a t o r
w h o  h a s  b e e n  c r a f t i n g  s t o r i e s  s i n c e
s h e  w a s  o l d  e n o u g h  t o  h o l d  a
p e n c i l .  S h e  l o v e s  t o  l o o k  f o r  m a g i c
h i d d e n  i n  t h e  e v e r y d a y  w o r l d ,  a n d
s h e  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  c h o o s e  a
f a v o r i t e  b e t w e e n  u n i c o r n s  o r
s c i e n c e .  

S t e p h a n i e  i s  a  m o m  t o  t w o  y o u n g
c h i l d r e n ,  s h e  l o v e s  T e x - M e x  f o o d ,
a n d  s h e  n e v e r  s k i p s  a  c h a n c e  t o
v i s i t  t h e  d i n o s a u r s  a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n
M u s e u m  o f  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y .  S h e  l i v e s
i n  N e w  J e r s e y  w i t h  h e r  f a m i l y ,  a n d
s h e  i d e n t i f i e s  a s  b i s e x u a l .

S h e  h o l d s  a n  M F A  i n  W r i t i n g  f o r
Y o u n g  P e o p l e  f r o m  L e s l e y  U n i v e r s i t y .
S h e  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  A l e x a n d r a
L e v i c k  a t  W r i t e r s  H o u s e .  

Maybe home was  found moment  by  moment



W e s t  o f  t h e  S e a  b y  S t e p h a n i e  W i l l i n g

G e n r e :  M i d d l e  G r a d e
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S y n o p s i s :  P a l e o n t o l o g y - l o v i n g  H a v e n  W e s t  a n d  h e r  o l d e r  s i s t e r ,
M a r g i e ,  h a v e  h a r d l y  t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e i r  m o m  s i n c e  s h e  r e t r e a t e d
i n t o  a  d e e p  d e p r e s s i o n .  E a c h  m o r n i n g  H a v e n  w o n d e r s  i f  i t ’ s
g o i n g  t o  b e  a  “ g o o d ”  o r  “ b a d ”  d a y ,  a n d  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  s e e m s
t o  o c c u p y  h e r  m o m  i s  c o l l e c t i n g  f o s s i l s  f o r  h e r  b o n e  g a r d e n .

B u t  o n e  n i g h t ,  a f t e r  a n  o m i n o u s  m o o n l i g h t  h e a r t - t o - h e a r t ,  h e r
m o m  d i s a p p e a r s — r i g h t  b e f o r e  H a v e n  d i s c o v e r s  s h e ’ s  i n h e r i t e d  a
m o n s t r o u s  f a m i l y  t r a i t .  I t  t u r n s  o u t  t h a t  s h e  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  i n  a
l o n g  l i n e  o f  c r y p t i d s ,  a  p a s t  h e r  m o m  h a s  b e e n  h i d i n g .  S u d d e n l y ,
t h e  T e x a s  t e r r a i n  i s  f u l l  o f  g h o s t l y  d i n o s a u r  s i l h o u e t t e s  a n d
H a v e n  i s  b r e a k i n g  o u t  i n  s c a l e s  a t  a l l  t h e  w r o n g  m o m e n t s .  E v e n
w o r s e ,  s h e  d o e s n ’ t  k n o w  w h o m  s h e  c a n  t r u s t  w i t h  t h i s
i n f o r m a t i o n .  

S i n c e  t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  w h o  c o u l d  g u i d e  h e r  t h r o u g h  t h i s  h a s
v a n i s h e d ,  H a v e n  s e t s  o f f  o n  t h e  r o a d  t r i p  o f  a  l i f e t i m e  w i t h
M a r g i e  a n d  t h e i r  n e w  f r i e n d  R y e  i n  t o w .  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e y ’ r e
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  f i n d  h e r  m o m  a n d  f i n a l l y  g e t  s o m e  a n s w e r s ,
h o p e f u l l y  b e f o r e  H a v e n ’ s  s e c r e t  i s  r e v e a l e d . . .
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EDITORIAL REVIEWS

"W i l l ing ’s  spark l ing  debut  incorporates  pro found fami ly  dynamics ,  ghost ly
d inosaurs ,  a  shape-sh i f t ing  c rypt id ,  and Ce l t ic  mytho logy ,  cu lminat ing  in  a
suspensefu l ,  innovat ive  read . "— P u b l i s h e r s  W e e k l y ,  s ta r red  rev iew

" In t r igu ing  mytho logy  w i th  a  preh is tor ic  tw is t  and an endear ing  fami ly
focus . "— K i r k u s  R e v i e w s

“Par t  road t r ip  adventure ,  par t  fami ly  reckon ing ,  Wi l l ing ’s  debut  ambi t ious ly
approaches  loss ,  menta l  i l lness ,  ident i ty ,  neurod ivergence ,  and ado lescence
and executes  them wi th  compass ion  and depth . ”— B o o k l i s t

BLURBS
“Th is  book  has  a  hear t  as  b ig  as  the  ocean .  I  chuck led .  I  c r ied .  I  ached in  the
best  o f  ways .  In  her  debut ,  W i l l ing  sp ins  a  gorgeous  ta le  o f  the  s torms we
weather  in  our  fami l ies  and ourse lves .  She  i s  th rowing you a  rope—a rope
you won ' t  regret  catch ing . ”  –Bree  Bar ton ,  author  o f  Z ia  E rases  the  Wor ld

"There ' s  a  new crypt id  in  town!  Th is  w i ld ly  imaginat ive  exp lorat ion  o f  a
t roub led ,  lov ing  fami ly  w i th  a  myster ious  ancest ry  w i l l  have  you root ing  fo r
anyone who has  ever  had to  h ide  the i r  t rue  se lves . "  –  T racey  Bapt i s te ,  best-
se l l ing  author  o f  The  Jumbies  and Moko Magic :  Carn iva l  Chaos

“Th is  s to ry  i s  a  g i f t  to  a l l  the  k ids  who 've  ever  fe l t  s t range or  "monst rous "  and
a lone .  WEST  OF  THE  SEA  ca l l s  us  to  embrace and we lcome the  wonder fu l l y
we i rd  par ts  o f  ourse lves . ”—Rob in  Gow,  author  o f  Dear  Mothmanand A  M i l l ion
Quie t  Revo lu t ions

“Th is  i s  a  coming-of-age s tory  fo r  tweens  who love  mytho logy  and foss i l s ,
that  shows how growing up i s  a lways  go ing to  be  awkward—but  no  one i s
a lone  in  that  t rans i t ion .  Wi l l ing  g ives  c lues  to  Haven ’s  quest  not  on ly  to  f ind
her  mom,  but  to  d iscover  how she  f i t s  in  her  fami ly . ”  — S c h o o l  L i b r a r y  J o u r n a l

“ In  characters  l i ke  Haven ,  readers  d iscover  a  new ,  re f resh ing  superhero ine
needed by  readers  o f  a l l  ages  and backgrounds . ”  — S o u t h e r n  R e v i e w  o f  B o o k s

"An  act ion-packed ,  hear t-squeez ing  journey  featur ing  charming characters
and a  s ly  sense  o f  humor .  G iven  a l l  the  foss i l s  i t  d igs  up ,  WEST  OF  THE  SEA  i s
a  f i t t ing ly  t ime less  s tory  about  change ,  about  growth ,  and about  the  search
for  se l f .  Not  to  ment ion  my favor i te  peacock  in  a l l  o f  l i te rary  h is to ry . "
-  Nat  Cass idy ,  author  o f  Nest l ings  and Mary



SAMPLE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

1 .  W h a t  k i n d  o f  r e s e a r c h  d i d  y o u  d o  f o r  t h e  p a l e o n t o l o g i c a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e
b o o k ?  

2 .  T h e r e ’ s  a  c r y p t i d  i n  t h i s  b o o k  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  “ k i t s k a r a . ”  I s  t h a t  f r o m  a n
e x i s t i n g  m y t h o l o g y ,  o r  d i d  y o u  i n v e n t  i t ?  

3 .  H a v e n ’ s  m o t h e r  i s n ’ t  j u s t  d e p r e s s e d - - s h e ’ s  a l s o  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  h u m a n !
W h a t  a r e  y o u  e x p l o r i n g  w i t h  t h a t  i d e a ?

4 .  T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  b e i n g  h o n e s t  a b o u t  y o u r  f e e l i n g s  a n d  w h o  y o u  a r e  c o m e s
u p  a  l o t  i n  y o u r  b o o k .  I s  t h a t  a l w a y s  t h e  b e s t  p o l i c y ?

5 .  W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  k i d s  t o  t a k e  a w a y  f r o m  t h i s  b o o k ?  
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And that ’ s  when I  saw the  d imet rodon in  the  vegetab le  garden .
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